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“TOWARDS A GREENER FUTURE”

PROJECT   MEETING  IN  ROMANIA 13.02.2011-19.02. 2011
	1. Name one thing/more things you found out about Romania  during this meeting.

	I explored interesting places, pearls of architecture which cannot be found in Poland. I learnt that Romanian people are very bonded to their traditions, culture. I discovered the beauty of Romanian buildings, especially the religious ones. I found out that Romanian people are very hospitable and they love their traditions very much. There are so many beautiful spots worth visiting. Romania has a fascinating culture and history and the people are friendly and open-minded. I found out more about the educational system of Romania. I can name two Romanian traditional dishes: mamaliga and sarmale. Students: the food, the currency, the Martisoare. Teachers: we’ve discovered a country that is quite poor but that it is very rich in the people living there, they are hard workers and they want to improve. They have to be proud of what are they doing!

	2. What was your image of Romania  before the meeting? 


	I thought that Romania would still be quite poor and communist, and although some of the buildings and roads were in need of repair, the country had a modern European vibe going on. Before I went to Romania I imaged it as a poor cold and rough country. Now, after visiting it, I think that the people are nice, hospitable and gentle. I didn’t know much about Romania before visiting it. I associated Romania with Dracula and gipsies. I knew nothing about Romania. I perceived Romania as a country with rich traditions and beautiful landscapes. The Romanians who live in Recanati described the country as a place with  lots of hospitable and generous people. Students: we thought that the streets would be with more shops and more people walking around. Teachers: we knew it has a lot of emigration so it must be a poor country.

	3. Name at least one thing about Romania / Carei that surprised you in a positive and also in a negative way.


	The city was a lot bigger and more developed than I expected. Romania is such a pretty and interesting country. The main thing that struck me was the involvement of the parents. They were always there bang on time to take the children away, gave up lots of their own time in the evening and then providing packed lunches for our students. They really were fantastic and are obviously very supportive which is very important to a school. I was surprised in a positive way by the commitment of the teachers, parents and students in preparing the project meeting. Romania has such rich tradition. I was surprised to see so many stray dogs roaming around everywhere you went. There were too many stray dogs in the street. Positive : children and dances, traditional exhibition. Students: Negative: some buildings are old. Positive: Romanian people are very kind and friendly. Teachers: Negative: streets in general look old. Positive: the people we met, the work they are doing to change things.

	4. Did you have any prejudices about Romania  before coming here? If so, has your opinion changed? Explain in a few words?


	No prejudices. Before coming to Romania, I perceived it as rather dull country. My opinion has changed after the visit. I didn’t know much about the country. Yes, I did. My opinion has changed. Romania is a very interesting country and the people are very friendly and hospitable. Students: we have heard that there were a lot of gypsies in Romania and some people told us to be careful with our things. Now we know that it is not true . Teachers: Some people in Spain think that Romanian people are gypsies or burglars. We didn’t believe it at all but now we can tell everyone that Romanian people are very nice.

	5. Which of the activities in school did you enjoy and why?


	I liked all the performances given by the students, especially that I love music. Workshops ‘Drawing a green theme’ because both teachers and students could work together. School performance showing traditional dances and music. Fashion parade of recycled material because it was nice to see so many interesting items of clothing. I liked the Valentine disco because I like dancing and the atmosphere of this venue was amazing. The trip around the school was a pleasant experience for me. Everybody was extremely nice to me, I felt a very important guest and I received so many pretty gifts. We enjoyed  students’ exhibitions with traditions. Students: we specially liked the modern dances of kindergarteners and students because the students were very cute and we love dancing. We also liked the workshop because we like drawing and painting. Teachers: We enjoyed the workshop on Monday and the lesson on Wednesday because we like working with children. We also liked your dances.

	6. Which of the activities outside of school did you enjoy and why?


	I enjoyed the trip to the salt mine because  I could play with my friends there and our teachers took us on a merry-go-round ride. I liked the trip to Turda. I have never seen such a pretty and interesting place in my life. I liked the workshops in Satu Mare because I could learn something about martisoare and make an ecological card. I liked our lunch on Friday because I  was able to taste traditional dishes. I enjoyed the evening during which I admired the beauty of the Brasilian dances. The “ Salt Mine” in Turda because the nature was exciting for all of us. Students: Visiting the salt mine from Turda because we could play there. We also liked the museum in Satu Mare because we learnt about how Romanian people lived in the past. And of course shopping. Teachers: We found very interesting the salt mine and we liked talking to the Mayor and to Mr. Adrian Stef because we learnt a lot about the town and the region.

	7. What do you think about the organization of the activities during the meeting in Romania ?

	The organization of the meeting was perfect. Every minute was fulfilled with wonderful activities. There was no time to get bored. Everything was perfectly planned. We could get to know your country better. I liked the organization a lot. Everything was so well prepared. The activities were suitable for both teachers and students. The programme was very interesting. No time for boredom. Good job! The organization was great. It let us spend a nice time in Carei. I can only say- Well done ( Wonderful organization, nothing to add. We think it was a very good organization. Students: In general very good but we would have liked to spend more time doing activities alone with the other children involved in the project. Teachers: We think it’s been very good, but we missed more activities just for children so they could know each other better.
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